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ZHANG WanHoNG (7K /141), 1976-2024

PeEnG DING, WE1 GAO, Zuong HUANG anp Hanxu LIU
Former staff at the Public Interest and Development Law
Institute, Wuhan University

In Memoriam

Amicus Curiae is pleased to republish below a memorial note
commemorating the life and work of the very distinguished
Chinese legal scholar Professor Zhang Wanhong, of Wuhan
University.! Professor Zhang passed away earlier this year. The
note came to our attention in The China Collection® (formerly
Chinese Law Prof Blog) an important forum for posting news
and other materials on China’ s legal development. We thank
the authors for kindly giving Amicus Curiae permission to
republish the commemorative note.?

hang Wanhong, a renowned scholar of human rights and public

interest law, a dedicated advocate of social justice, a legal educator, a
professor and doctoral supervisor at Wuhan University, died at 5:47 am
on 29 June 2024 in Wuhan, at the age of 49, due to a critical illness.

Professor Zhang was born on 15 June 1976, in Luoyang City, Henan
Province. He studied at Wuhan University from 1993 to 2004, where
he received his Bachelor of Laws, Master of Laws, and Doctor of Laws
degrees; he also studied at Columbia University School of Law, where
he received an LLM degree and a diploma in comparative law from the
American Law Institute in 2012. Starting July 2003, he taught at the
Wuhan University School of Law; he was also a Visiting Professor at the
China University of Political Science and Law.

Professor Zhang was an empathetic, pioneering, prolific, and socially-
engaged academic, who devoted his life to the study and teaching of

1 See further biographic details of Professor Zhang and his profile page on the Wuhan University

website.

2 See The China Collection website.

3 And Professor Donald Clarke for his kind assistance in this matter. For some of the work of

Professor Zhang and his colleagues in English, see Wanhong Zhang, Elisabeth Bjornstel, Peng Ding,
Wei Gao, Hanxu Liu & Yijun Liu. Disability, Sexuality, and Gender in Asia: Intersectionality, Human Rights,
and the Law. London: Routledge, 2023.

Vol 6, No 1 (2024)


https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ohchr.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2Fhrbodies%2Fcrpd%2Felections2024%2FCV-Wanhong-ZHANG.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://law.whu.edu.cn/info/1085/7132.htm
https://thechinacollection.org/
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003170297
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003170297

Law without Lawyers, Lawyers without Law

jurisprudence and human rights. He was dedicated to human rights
research rooted in basic principles of jurisprudence, and is one of
the most visible and influential scholars in the field of the rights of
marginalized groups in China. He co-founded and was the Director of the
Wuhan University Institute for Human Rights Studies (a national base
for human rights education and training). He played a key role in shifting
the paradigm of disability research in China, advocating and promoting a
rights-based, empirical and multidisciplinary research methodology. He
published more than 60 papers and edited more than 10 books in English
and Chinese with reputable academic journals and publishers, major
newspapers and magazines at home and abroad, covering various topics
such as legal aid, disability rights and business and human rights. He
also led over a dozen major national research projects, including projects
funded and commissioned by the National Social Science Fund and the
State Council Information Office.

As alifelong advocate for human rights and the public interest, he drew
his academic insights from spending time on the ground and working
shoulder to shoulder with communities. Through the years, he founded
the Public Interest and Development Law Institute (PIDLI), East-Lake
Institute for Social Advancement and other social organizations working
to empower disadvantaged communities to use legal tools to advance their
own rights, where he, together with colleagues and students, conducted
community needs assessments, convened seminars and conferences,
and organized participatory legal education for community members.
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His rigorous academic achievements made him a guest, member, and
consultant of numerous prestigious academic institutes as well as high-
level domestic, regional, and international organizations.

Through these affiliations, he made policy recommendations, promoted
the domestic application of international human rights standards, and
illuminated for the world the experience and learnings from China. He
was involved in drafting a series of laws and regulations concerning
human rights, and participated in the formulation and drafting of National
Human Rights Action Plans and the National White Paper on Human
Rights. In 2017, as an independent expert, he drafted China’s combined
second and third periodic reports of states parties to the Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. He was nominated as a candidate
for a member of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
for the period 2025-2028.

In addition, Professor Zhang was an effective, approachable, and
innovative educator. As a professor of jurisprudence, a believer in the law
and literature movement, and a “movieholic” (as well as a “coffeeholic”), he
masterfully weaved movie and literary materials into his teaching, turning
abstract legal principles into vivid life experience and sparkling serious
reflections on the concept of justice and rule of law. His impact went way
beyond the classroom, as he was always extremely generous in providing
career and life advice and assistance to his students and colleagues. He
also lived as a role model and inspired many to be independent, open-
minded, curious, and walk the path of human rights and social justice.

Professor Zhang encouraged everyone he taught to establish good ties
and practice virtue all over the world. He himself lived by this motto, and
that’s why he is respected, celebrated, and missed by so many.

A truly dedicated teacher, a humble and quick-witted learner, a kind
and generous spirit, and a wonderful example for us all—may Professor
Zhang rest in peace.
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